The Priory of Sion is widely regarded by historians as a modern hoax, not an ancient secret society.

Here's a clear, fact-based breakdown.

What it claims to be

According to its own documents, the Priory of Sion was supposedly:
e Founded in 1099 in Jerusalem
o A secret order guarding the bloodline of Jesus Christ
e Protectors of the Merovingian dynasty
¢ Led over the centuries by famous “Grand Masters” such as Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac Newton, and Victor
Hugo
These claims became popular through books like:
e The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail (1982)
e The Da Vinci Code (2003, fiction but influential)

What the evidence actually shows

Verifiable facts
o The Priory of Sion was created in 1956 in France
o It was registered as a small civic association in Annemasse

o Its founder was Pierre Plantard

Original purpose: housing and local civic issues

The “ancient” documents
e The supposed medieval records (“Dossiers Secrets”) were forgeries
« They were planted in the Bibliothéque nationale de France
e Handwriting, ink, paper, and references all point to the 20th century

e Plantard admitted under oath in 1993 that the Priory’s ancient history was fake

Scholarly consensus
¢ No credible historical evidence supports the Priory’s ancient origins
¢ Itis considered a deliberate modern fabrication

¢ Rejected by mainstream historians, medieval scholars, and archivists

Why people still talk about it
¢ Fascination with secret societies
« Blending of real historical elements (Templars, Merovingians) with fiction
e Popular culture and novels amplified the myth

e Humans are drawn to hidden-history narratives

Bottom line
The Priory of Sion is not an ancient secret order.

It is a 20th-century hoax created by Pierre Plantard, later popularized by books and movies.

If you'd like, | can also explain how the hoax was constructed, why it fooled some researchers, or compare

it to real secret societies like the Freemasons or Knights Templar.
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