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v Blessed Claudio Granzotto &
Religious:

Born: August 23, 1900
Santa Lucia di Piave, Treviso, Kingdom of Italy

Died: August 15, 1947 (Aged 46)
Padua, Italy

Venerated in: Roman Catholic Church

Beatified: November 20, 1994
Pope John Paul Il

Feast: September 2
Patronage: Sculptors, Artists

Blessed Claudio Granzotto is born Riccardo Granzotto - was an Italian professed religious from the
Order of Friars Minor and a noted sculptor. Granzotto's works were a conduit for his religious
expression and are reflective of his dedication to using sculpting to evangelize to others.

The fame for his personal holiness prompted the commencement for the sainthood process which
opened under Pope John Paul | on 22 September 1978 before Pope John Paul Il named him as
Venerable on 7 September 1989 and later beatified him on 20 November 1994.

Riccardo Granzotto was born on 23 August 1900 in the commune of Santa Lucia di Piave in the
Province of Treviso as the last of nine children to Antonio Granzotto and Giovanna Scottd. The infant
was baptized on 2 September in the names of "Riccardo Vittorio®. His older brother Giovanni worked
as a tradesman.

His parents were peasants who required his help in working in the fields in his childhood in order for
them to survive and this increased all the more after the death of his father in 1909. His poor parents
were devout and instilled into their children a strong knowledge of their faith. The outbreak of World
War | soon saw him drafted into the Italian armed forces in 1915 where he served until 1918 when the
war concluded.

Once he was discharged from service he was able to commence his studies and developed his talents
as an artist with a particular liking for sculpture. He enrolled in the Accademia di Belle Arti di Venezia
in Venice and graduated there with honours in 1929; he entered at the encouragement of his older
brother Giovanni and his parish priest Vittorio Morando. One of the major themes of his works was
religious art. He soon felt a religious vocation after meeting the Franciscan priest Amadio Oliviero in
1932 (the two became good friends) and decided to become a professed religious — he later entered
the Order of Friars Minor on 7 December 1933. In his letter of recommendation, his pastor wrote to
the friars that "the order is receiving not only an artist but a saint”. His novitiate commenced in 1935
and he assumed the religious name of "Claudio” while later making his religious vows in 1936 and
being sent to the convent of San Francesco in Vittorio Veneto. In 1930 he won a competition to have a
statue he made put up but this turned into a failure as he was denied this because he did not support
nor would he want to support fascism.

Granzotto chose not to pursue ordination and lived his life as a professed religious at the Franciscan
convent of Santa Maria Della Pieve in Padua. He dedicated his life to contemplation on the Gospel as
well as to the service of the poor and his art through which he hoped to express his faith. Most of his
works are depictions of Jesus Christ and the saints. One example of it can be found in the parish
church of his hometown which is a sculpted figure of the Devil which supports the baptismal font of
the parish; its pastor commissioned this particular work. Another version was later sculpted for the
ancient shrine of the Madonna in the care of the Franciscan friars on the island of Barbana. He spent
his time performing his duties while continuing to pursue his passion for sculpture. He would often
spend whole nights in silent meditation before the Blessed Sacrament to which he fostered an ardent
devotion.

In 1945 he developed a brain tumour which was to cause his death not too long later. He embraced
the sufferings he endured from this disorder as an imitation of the Passion of Chrnist and died on the
Feast of the Assumption on 15 August 1947. His remains were buried in Chiampo.

The liturgical feast was affixed for 2 September instead of the date of his death as is the norm.
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